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Ruling Lizards

Cousins

You could say that the alligator and the crocodile are cousins because they belong
o the same animal group. The group is called Archosauria (ark-0-SOR-ee-ah). The
name means *ruling lizards.”

The alligator and the crocodile are alike in many ways. Both have hard, bumpy
skin. Both lay eggs in nests that they build near water. Both are reptiles, too.

Arepile is a kind of animal that lives mainly on
land. A reptile’s body can't make its own heat like
aperson’s body can. lts body changes as the air

around it changes. It becomes warmer in warm
weather and colder in cold weather. That's the
main reason we say that reptiles are cold-blooded

animals.

Look Again Aligator

Even though alligators and crocodiles are similar,
there are ways to tell them apart. Adult alligators
are usually gray or black, and they are darker than
crocodiles. Adult crocodiles may be tan, green, or
brown. Most types of alligators have broad snouts.
The snout s the front part of the head. Crocodiles’
snouts are different. Their snouts are long and
narrow. Crocodile

Look at the picture of the aligator. Whenever an
alligator closes its mouth, only the top teeth show.
Now look at the picture of the crocodile. Do you

see adifference? Whenever a crocodile closes its

mouth, some of the lower teeth also show. W seo Ruling Lizards, page 2
W_Ruling Lizards, cont. from page 1 Page?
Different Ways

Alligators and crocodiles also have different ways of doing things. Alligators like
freshwater. They sometimes wander into salty seawater, but they don't stay in the
water very long. The salt can be bad for them. Aligators usually make their nests at
the edge of freshwater lakes, rivers, or swamps. They use grass and leaves to
make their nests. Crocodiles, on the other hand, usually build their nests in mud or
sand. Sometimes they construct these nests near salty water. The salty water
doesn't hurt them.

Alligators and crocodiles do other things differently, too. A mother alligator stays
near her nest. When the eggs hatch, she carties the babies to water. They may
even ride around on her head as she swims. They depend on her to help them
stay safe. Crocodile babies dorit rely as much on their mothers. In fact, the babies
leave the nest a few days after they are born.

Wild Animals

Would you know an alligator from a crocodile if you saw one? If you did see one, it
wouldn't be a good idea to get too close. Like all wild animals, alligators and
crocodiles are bestleft alone.





Questions:

What is this article mainly about? 

[image: image2.wmf]Where crocodiles and alligators live 

[image: image3.wmf]How alligators and crocodiles are alike and different 

[image: image4.wmf]What crocodiles’ teeth look like 

[image: image5.wmf]Where alligators and crocodiles build their nests
Alligators build nests near freshwater because — 

[image: image6.wmf]they don’t want to live close to crocodiles 

[image: image7.wmf]salty water is not good for them 

[image: image8.wmf]they are cold-blooded animals 

[image: image9.wmf]they have to carry their babies
Which statement is true of both alligators and crocodiles? 

[image: image10.wmf]They are warm-blooded animals. 

[image: image11.wmf]They watch over their babies. 

[image: image12.wmf]They have no lower teeth. 

[image: image13.wmf]They live mainly on land.
Use the diagram below to answer the question that follows.
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Which of these goes on the blank line? 

[image: image15.wmf]Eat grass 
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[image: image17.wmf]Carry babies to water 

[image: image18.wmf]Are gray or black
Which sentence from the article shows the reader that alligators and crocodiles are not exactly alike? 

[image: image19.wmf]The name means “ruling lizards.” 

[image: image20.wmf]The snout is the front part of the head. 

[image: image21.wmf]Alligators and crocodiles also have different ways of doing things. 

[image: image22.wmf]Like all wild animals, alligators and crocodiles are best left alone.
What do alligators do to support their babies that crocs do not do?

What are two ways you can distinguish an alligator from a crocodile?
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